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Four Components

 Intellectual Ability- Raven 
Academic Achievement- Local Measures
Social/Environmental Variables
Teacher Input Form









Parent & Teacher Questionnaire sent out to 

gather Social/Environmental Variables









CVESD Shared Values

Each Child is an Individual of Great Worth

All children deserve equal access to quality 
education.

DIFFERENTIATION based on individual 
student needs.



Giftedness happens 24 hours a day, 7 days per 
week and 365 days per year. These characteristics 

become magnified through the lifespan and 
pronounced during adolescence. 

Thus, we must attend to the cognitive and 
affective needs of the gifted throughout the day, 

both at school and at home



GATE Teacher Certification

GATE Parent University

Next Steps:

GATE Enrichment Survey
GATE Parent Advisory Committee



ACHIEVE 3000
Reading Choice
Writing
Math Problem Solving
Science Exploration
Student Grouping



Understanding 
Giftedness as a 
Measure of Potential

It is important to remember 
that there is a real difference 
between giftedness and high 
achievement, although the two 
may overlap in ideal 
circumstances. Giftedness is 
about potential, and things 
come quite organically. 

Conversely, high achievers 
achieve highly because they 
have the organizational and 
metacognitive skills—those 
sound habits of practice that 
serve as a roadmap to an 
ultimate destination.

This is a rationale for 
cultivating executive 
functioning skills: not solely to 
forge a path, but to help still 
turbulent cognitive waters. 



 Being gifted is a gift—unless you are the one experiencing it first hand (both 
blessing and burden)

 Gifted have a tendency to look outwardly for approval and inwardly for 
blame

 May experience unique pressures to ‘perform’ as if the spotlight is always 
on—even when alone

 Solutions must be epiphany-based to mitigate perceived threat against the 
social personality and related pushback

 The greatest challenges for educators and parents alike are 
socioemotional 

 Gifted tend to be great starters, but at times lack discipline for follow 
through (beginnings are always fun!)

 Things come naturally—without having to work hard.



 Emotional intensity/deep emotional reactions
 Well developed senses of justice and fairness (albeit 

black and white and idealized)
 Strong sense of empathy, with both children and 

adults
 Interest in advanced subject matter/materials (can’t 

seem to understand why age peers are not 
interested)

Source: Australian Government, Department of Education, Science and Training, 2008



 Enjoy complexity 
 Can be flexible thinkers
 Creative and original thinkers
 Can see relationships easily
 Enjoy hypotheses, what ifs, etc.
 Enjoy problem solving
 Engage in fantasy, role playing
 Intellectual curiosity

Source: Australian Government, Department of Education, Science and Training, 2008



 Mature, highly developed sense of humor (dry wit, 
satire)—prefers verbal over visual humor

 Enjoys spending time with older children (even young 
adults)

 Different conceptions and expectations of friendships than 
their peers

 Strong attachments to a few friends (versus having many 
friends and acquaintances) 

 Social pressures to moderate achievements in front of 
peers

 Perfectionism

Source: Australian Government, Department of Education, Science and Training, 2008



 Create a “safe” environment for 
gifted pupils (remove the 
spotlight)

 Infuse flexibility and challenge
 Teach stress management and 

time management skills
 Teach pro-social skills and 

encourage non-academic 
activities



 Allow for time and non-
threatening environment to 
discuss those issues 
confronting gifted pupils 
(expectations, perfectionism, 
etc.)

 LOVE them, REASSURE 
them—appreciate difference



 Model the behavior you wish to see 
take place

 Reinforce engagement and learning 
at home—but not 24 hours per day

 Provide opportunities for down 
time

 Push out of comfort zone
 Use of moral dilemmas 

(contextually grounded—what 
would you do?) to empower 
broader viewpoints and choice



One of the most important duties 
parents of the gifted have is to offer 
their children a quality of life with a 
lesser degree of anxiety and intensity. 



Help children discover 
and develop their 

STRENGTHS and PASSIONS





Contact Information

Lisa Parker, Executive Director

Student, Family, Community, and Instructional Services

Education Services and Support Center

84 East J

Chula Vista, CA 91910

(619) 425-9600 x1507/ lisa.parker@cvesd.org


